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Foreword

East Cleveland is an extraordinary place, unique within the Tees Valley. It is an area of strong,

proud rural communities - where people look out for one another, and where there is a strong
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economic development from fishing and agriculture to ironstone mining saw communities

forged with a high degree of trust and co -operation - aided by the strong strain of
Methodism in the area in the 18th and 19th century, along with the subsequent development

of the co-operative and trade union movements.

Our identity is complex. Officially, we are in the North East, but we are also proudly in

Yorkshire, part of the historic North Riding. We have been called Cleveland and Langbaurgh,

and today we are in the Tees Valley. Whatever the name, ours is an incredible place, with
extraordinary landscapes from the beautiful market towns of Guisborough and Loftus, to the

rolling fields of East Cleveland, to the coastline along the Cleveland Way, to the vast, wild

purple of the North York Moors. On a personal level, having grown up in the area, | am deeply
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Today, the villages face economic challenges, with significant rural deprivation and isolation.

But the area remains a beautiful place with strong communities and enormous potential. With

the right policy interventions for transport, health, education and business, the area could

become a thriving tourist economy with a dynamic and skilled workforce to benefit the
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of East Cleveland stand ready to contribute.

This document is designed to aid the combined authority in the development of its Growth
Plan submission to Government, with initial proposals on the communities of East Cleveland
specifically. For the purposes of this document, this area is defined as covering the local
authority wards of Loftus, Lockwood, Brotton, Skelton East and West, and the three
Guisborough wards of Belmont, Hutton and Guisborough, and is aligned with existing bodies
such as the East Cleveland Primary Care Network.

Lok,

Luke Myer MP
Middlesbrough South and East Cleveland




Context and Purpose

The Growth Plan has been prepared to support
the Tees Valley Combined Authority (TVCA)
Local Growth Plan and to set out local industrial
and skills priorities for East Cleveland. It reflects
the distinctive rural challenges faced by our
communities and ensures that the area is not
left behind as wider Tees Valley development
accelerates.

Consultation with both the voluntary sector and
local employers has informed this draft. Their
perspectives highlight the lived realities of
poverty, transport isolation and health
inequalities, alongside the opportunities and
barriers facing businesses in steel, mining,
engineering and clean energy. Thank you to all
organisations and individuals who have
contributed.
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Economy
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a history of heavy industry, is undergoing a
period of transition. While facing challenges
including in-work poverty, insecure work and
unemployment, the area possesses considerable
potential for growth with the diversification of
the economy and by building on existing skills
and expertise.

At recent roundtables, participants described
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worse off in work, with many families struggling
to meet essential costs even when employed.
Employers pointed to retention pressures in
local industry, with a shrinking pool of skilled
labour and competition between firms.

Voluntary organisations also emphasised their
role as job creators and skills providers, often
undervalued despite significant contributions to
local employment. They warned that
volunteering costs and poor transport access
leave many excluded from participation.

In-work poverty

Residents of East Cleveland face significant
challenges caused by poverty, with 10.9% of
households in fuel poverty! and 62.6% of
children in relative low income families living in

working families?.

Redcar and Cleveland Voluntary Development
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families who are not officially recognised as
being in poverty but still struggle financially.

When accessing services designed to help,
stakeholders highlighted systemic inefficiencies
such as poor coordination among organisations,
which  undermined effectiveness. Parents
pointed to practical barriers, such as
inaccessible locations and limited transport.

A C" ABoth " droup§Vxcalled: foC zmorg + ealbkdd,

community-embedded  services. Voluntary
organisations and parents also advocated for
vouchers to enhance flexibility, improved
transportation schemes, and early, consistent
outreach to build trust and engagement.

Access to cash

Across the UK, around five million adults say
they rely on cash in their day-to-day lives;
digital or online solutions do not yet work for
everyone all the time. Bank branch closures
have been numerous in East Cleveland, with
Guisborough the only location still retaining a
high-street bank branch.

Banking Hubs and other services can make a
real difference to individuals, small businesses
and communities. Organisations such as Cash
Access UK, the Post Office and LINK can provide
creative solutions where bank branches have
closed. Roundtable participants underlined that

Agency (VDA) research with families cash access is not just a financial issue but one
experiencing in-wolrkApoverty found that many of community viability, especially in villages
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